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AGENDA
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2009
AT 1:30 P.M.

1. Meeting of the Board of Canvassers in the City of New York to certify the results of
the November 3, 2009 General Election

2. Minutes
a) 10/06/09
b) 10/06/09 Finance Committee
c) 11/17/09
d) 11/17/09 Finance Committee

3. Marcus Cederqvist
a) HAVA Update

4. John Ward
a) Vacancy Report

For Your Information

e HAVA Weekly Status Report, Week Ending November 19, 2009

e State Board Letter addressed to Mr. Tom Weiss dated November 12, 2009

e City Board Letters addressed to various Commissioners of New York State Counties
dated November 17, 2009

News Items of Interest

Daily News: Want change? Vote

Newsday: Long, slow ballot count begins in Nassau
Newsday: Officials stepping up recount effort
Newsday: Paper ballot count continues



Newsday: Military votes get the OK

Newsday: GOP recount lead holds

The Chief-Leader: Senate Elect Panel Chair: New Vote Machines Near
Newsday: Counters growing weary in Nassau

Newsday: Mangano leads Suozzi by 353 votes

Goveming.com: Democracy on the Cheap

Cryptographic voting debuts

Gouvemneurtimes.com: VIRUS in the VOTING MACHINES: Tainted Results in
NY-23

Gouverneurtimes.com: Voting Machines Used Were Not Certified
Gouverneurtimes.com: FACT CHECK: Gouverneur Times vs. NYS Board of
Elections

Gouverneurtimes.com: Statement from the NYS Board of Elections

City Room: For Judges Standing By, a Quiet Election Day



_ State of New York
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

James A. Walsh 40 STEUBEN STREET ) Todd D. Valentine
Chair ALBANY, N.Y. 12207 Executive Director
Douglas A. Kellner Phone: 518/474-6367 Fax: 518/486-4546 Robert A. Brehm
Chair website: www.elections.state.ny.us Executive Director
Gregory P. Peterson . ) Kimberly A. Galvin
Commissioner Special Counsel
Evelyn J. Aquila . Paul M. Collins
Commissioner Deputy Counsel

November 20, 2009 .

Honorable Gary L. Sharpe

United States District Court

for the Northern District of New York
James T. Foley U.S. Courthouse

445 Broadway, Room 441

Albany, New York 12207

Re:  United States v. New York State Board of Elections, et al.
Civil Action No. 06-CV-0263 (GLS)

Dear Judge Sharpe,

" We enclose herewith Status Report of the Defendant New York State Board of Elections
for the week ending November 19, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,
s/

Kimberly A. Galvin (505011)
Special Counsel

s/
Paul M. Collins (101384)
Deputy Special Counsel




NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

HAVA COMPLIANCE UPDATE
Activities & Progress for the Week of 11/13/09-11/19/09

Following is a detailed report concerning the previous week’s progress in
implementing the terms of the Court’s Orders.

PLAN A

Overall Compliance Status Summary

Overall, activities and progress toward HAVA compliance are on schedule with the
revised timeline. ‘

Contracting with Voting System Vendors

Status of tasks in this category: on schedule

o OSC advised ES&S of what was needed to be added to their regular
add requests. ES&S is planning to withdraw one request and submit
two new requests.

Testing, Certification, and Selection of Voting Systems & Devices

Status of tasks in this catégory: on schedule
o Overall progress of testing :

e NYSTEC has resumed the process of documenting the
requirements for an Asset Management System.

e NYSTEC & SBOE had a meeting to set the schedule for the final
steps required so that at the December 15™ Board Meeting the
Board has all the information it needs to make a vote on
certification.

e SysTest has delivered it final test report and testing documents to
SBOE and same are being reviewed by SBOE staff.

- NYSTEC is working towards finalizing its report on the voting
system certification testing based upon the SysTest final reports.

Page 10f2



NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

e CEMAC has been notified by SBOE of the date of the meeting at
which the SysTest testing documents and NYSTEC analysis will be
reviewed.

Delivery and Implementation of Voting Systems & Devices

Status of tasks in this category: on schedule

o Dominion is continuing Acceptance Testing on the
balance of machines.

HAVA COMPLAINT PROCESS

NYC HAVA Complaint

NYCBOE responded to the SBOE inquiry. SBOE is formulating a strategy to move
forward and has advised the Department of Justice of the City Board’s response and
will continue discussing this matter with the DOJ in weekly status calls.

Page 2 of 2
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DAT November 24, 2009
TO: Commissioners
FROM: John Ward
Finance Officer.
RE: Vacancies
1 Assistant General Counsel
2 Valerie Marshall Adm. Asst. N.Y. Dem.
3 Robert Helenius VMT Bklyn Rep .
4 Lisa Sattie Adm. Asst. S.l. Dem.
5 Angela Petit Clerk. Bklyn Rep.

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 32 BROADWAY
NEW YORK, NY 10004-1609
(212) 487-5300

$39,440
$27,818
$39,440
$27,111

MARCUS CEDERQVIST
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

GEORGE GONZALEZ
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PAMELA GREEN PERKINS
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER

JOHN J. WARD
FINANCE OFFICER

Inc. New.

$75,000

$37,562
$26.493
$37,562
$25,820
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Douglas A. Kellner

James A. Walsh

Co-Chair Co-Chair
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS )
Gregory P. Peterson Evelyn J. Agulla
Commissioner 40 STEUBEN STREET Commissioner
) ALBANY, N.Y. 12207-2108 .
William J. McCann, Jr. Phone: 518/474-2063 Elizabeth C. Hogan
Special Deputy Counsel www.elections.state.ny.us Enforcement Counsel

November 12, 2009

Tom Weiss
59 Canal Street
Staten island, NY 10304

RE: CMP08-96
Dear Mr. Weiss:
The Board has reviewed your complaint concerning write-in voting in the City of New York.

We appreciate your taking the time to inform us as to your experiences, as well as your dis-satisfaction
with the write-in voting process employed by the Board of Elections in the City of New York
(NYCBOE).

We were copied on a response sent to you on November 3, 2008, by Steven H. Richman, General
Counsel at NYCBOE, addressing your concerns regarding write-in voting in the City of New York.
Mr. Richman stated:

“Please be advised that the instructions for casting a write-in vote appears on the instruction
card inside the lever voting machine. The ballot marking device provides instructions if you
wish to cast a write-in vote. These instructions appear in the poll worker manual that each poll
worker receives. The (NYCBOE) has complied with all the requirements of the Election Law
with respect to providing instructions on how to cast write in votes. If you examine any
certified return of canvass of this Board, you will see that each and every write-in vote i(s) (sic)
canvassed and reported.”

The State Board of Elections, and the local boards of elections, take the concerns of voters quite
seriously. We are confident that the NYCBOE has given all due consideration to your concerns, and
consider the matter closed.

Thank you, again, for informing us of your concerns.

Sincerely,
NEW YORK STATE

BOARD OF ELESTIONS

By: William J. McCann, Jr. . -
Special Deputy Counsel ‘9 Nd 91 AON6BZ -

CC: Steven H. Richman, General Counsel, NYCBOE \/ Wﬁé rﬁ'}ﬁgﬁ% 3\ 113 IHL M
i1J413 40 °C8
WJIM/dh 'HSH&']OJ TYUINIY

JAIR03Y
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November 17, 2009

Elizabeth W. Cree, Commissioner
Stephen M. DeWitt, Commissioner
Tompkins County Board of Elections
128 East Buffalo Street

lthaca, New York 14850

Dear Commissioner Cree and Commissioner DeWitt:

As you are aware, the Board of Elections in the City of New York (BOE in NYC) requested that
you permit staff from our consulting firm to visit and observe the voting process in your county
for the General Election on November 3, 2009. This opportunity to observe and gather
information concerning your pilot program has provided us with insights and lessons learned
that will.assist us as we prepare for the New York City 2010 implementation of the new voting
system.

We would particularly like to recognize site managers Neil Snyder and John Wishart for their
time and cooperation, as they were particularly helpful during our consultants’ poll site
observations.

Our sincere thanks and gratitude for your and your staff’s time and effort in granting our request.
It is particularly gratifying when Boards of Elections from different counties can work together for
the common good of the voters.

Please feel free to contact us at (212) 487-5403 if you have any questions or if we can be of any
assistance.

Sincerely,

Marcus Cedgrqvist
Executive Ditector




CC:

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Frederic M. Umane, President

Julie Dent, Secretary

Jose Miguel Araujo, Commissioner

Juan Carlos “J.C.” Polanco, Commissioner
James J. Sampel, Commissioner

Nancy Mottola—Schacher, Commissioner
Naomi C. Silie, Commissioner

J.P. Sipp, Commissioner

Gregory C. Soumas, Commissioner

Judith D. Stupp, Commissioner

Pamela Perkins, Administrative Manager
Steven H. Richman, General Counsel
Lucille Grimaldi, EVS Manager

Steve Monahan, Gartner, Inc.

Michael Kinara, Gartner, Inc.
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November 17, 2009

Matthew J. Clyne, Commissioner
John A. Graziano, Commissioner
Albany County Board of Elections
32 North Russell Road

Albany, NY 12206

Dear Commissioner Clyne and Commissioner Graziano:

As you are aware, the Board of Elections in the City of New York (BOE in NYC) requested that
you permit staff from our consulting firm to visit and observe the voting process in your county
for the General Election on November 3, 2009. This opportunity to observe and gather
information concerning your pilot program has provided us with insights and lessons learned
that will assist us as we prepare for the New York City 2010 implementation of the new voting
system.

In your county, we would particularly like to recognize Debora E. Banks, llene Cronin, and
William J. Murphy from your office for their generous time and cooperation. Additionally, all the
poll workers at Our Lady of Mercy Church were particularly helpful during our consultants’ poll
site observations.

Our sincere thanks and gratitude for your and your staff’s time and effort in granting our request.
It is particularly gratifying when Boards of Elections from different counties can work together for
the common good of the voters.

Please feel free to contact us at (212) 487-5403 if you have any questions or if we can be of any
assistance.

Sincerely,

Marcus Cederqyjst

Executive Direcyor eputy Executive Director
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Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Frederic M. Umane, President

Julie Dent, Secretary

Jose Miguel Araujo, Commissioner

Juan Carlos “J.C.” Polanco, Commissioner
James J. Sampel, Commissioner

Nancy Mottola—Schacher, Commissioner
Naomi C. Silie, Commissioner

J.P. Sipp, Commissioner

Gregory C. Soumas, Commissioner

Judith D. Stupp, Commissioner

Pamela Perkins, Administrative Manager
Steven H. Richman, General Counsel
Lucille Grimaldi, EVS Manager

Steve Monahan, Gartner, Inc.

Michael Kinara, Gartner, Inc.
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November 17, 2009

Ralph M. Mohr, Commissioner

Dennis E. Ward, Commissioner
Erie County Board of Elections

134 West Eagle Street

Buffalo, NY 14202

Dear Commissioner Mohr and Commissioner Ward:

As you are aware, the Board of Elections in the City of New York (BOE in NYC) requested that
you permit staff from our consulting firm to visit and observe the voting process in your county
for the General Election on November 3, 2009. This opportunity to observe and gather
information concerning your pilot program has provided us with insights and lessons learned
that will assist us as we prepare for the New York City 2010 implementation of the new voting
system.

Our sincere thanks and gratitude for your and your staff’s time and effort in granting our request.
It is particularly gratifying when Boards of Elections from different counties can work together for
the common good of the voters.

Please feel free to contact us at (212) 487-5403 if you have any questions or if we can be of any
assistance.

Sincegely,
Marcus Cedergvist eorge
Executive Director eputy Exegcutive Director

cc: Hon. Frederic M. Umane, President
Hon. Julie Dent, Secretary
Hon. Jose Miguel Araujo, Commissioner

12



Hon. Juan Carlos “J.C.” Polanco, Commissioner
Hon. James J. Sampel, Commissioner

Hon. Nancy Mottola—Schacher, Commissioner
Hon. Naomi C. Silie, Commissioner

Hon. J.P. Sipp, Commissioner

Hon. Gregory C. Soumas, Commissioner
Hon. Judith D. Stupp, Commissioner

Pamela Perkins, Administrative Manager
Steven H. Richman, General Counsel

Lucille Grimaldi, EVS Manager

Steve Monahan, Gartner, Inc.

Michael Kinara, Gartner, Inc.
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November 17, 2009

Robert J. Bennett, Commissioner

Anthony G. Scannapieco, JR, Commissioner
Putnam County Board of Elections

1 Geneva Road

Brewster, NY 10509

Dear Commissioner Bennett and Commissioner Scannapieco:

As you are aware, the Board of Elections in the City of New York (BOE in NYC) requested that
you permit staff from our consulting firm to visit and observe the voting process in your county
for the General Election on November 3, 2009. This opportunity to observe and gather
information concerning your pilot program has provided us with insights and lessons learned
that will assist us as we prepare for the New York City 2010 implementation of the new voting
system.

In your county, we would particularly like to recognize all the poll workers at Cold Spring United
Methodist Church for their time and cooperation, as they were particularly helpful during our
consultants’ poll site observations.

Our sincere thanks and gratitude for your and your staff’s time and effort in granting our request.
It is particularly gratifying when Boards of Elections from different counties can work together for
the common good of the voters.

Please feel free to contact us at (212) 487-5403 if you have any questions or if we can be of any
assistance.

Sinceraly,

Marcus Cederqyjst
Executive Director eputy Executive Director
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Hon.
Hon.

Frederic M. Umane, President

Julie Dent, Secretary

Jose Miguel Araujo, Commissioner

Juan Carlos “J.C.” Polanco, Commissioner
James J. Sampel, Commissioner

Nancy Mottola—Schacher, Commissioner
Naomi C. Silie, Commissioner

J.P. Sipp, Commissioner

Gregory C. Soumas, Commissioner
Judith D. Stupp, Commissioner

Pamela Perkins, Administrative Manager
Steven H. Richman, General Counsel
Lucille Grimaldi, EVS Manager

Steve Monahan, Gartner, Inc.

Michael Kinara, Gartner, Inc.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
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November 17, 2009

Dear Commissioner Bahren and Commissioner Green:

MARCUS CEDERQVIST
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

GEORGE GONZALEZ
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PAMELA GREEN PERKINS
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER

As you are aware, the Board of Elections in the City of New York (BOE in NYC) requested that
you permit staff from our consulting firm to visit and observe the voting process in your county
for the General Election on November 3, 2009. This opportunity to observe and gather
information concerning your pilot program has provided us with insights and lessons learned
that will assist us as we prepare for the New York City 2010 implementation of the new voting

system.

Our sincere thanks and gratitude for your and your staff’s time and effort in granting our request.
It is particularly gratifying when Boards of Elections from different counties can work together for

the common good of the voters.

Please feel free to contact us at (212) 487-5403 if you have any questions or if we can be of any

assistance.

Sincergly,

Marcus Cederqgyist
Executive Diregtor

cc: Hon. Frederic M. Umane, President

Hon. Julie Dent, Secretary

z

eputy Executive Director
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Lucille Grimaldi, EVS Manager

Steve Monahan, Gartner, Inc.

Michael Kinara, Gartner, Inc.
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November 17, 2009

Scott P. Kiedrowski, Commissioner
Nancy L. Smith, Commissioner
Niagara County Board of Elections
111 Main Street, Suite 100
Lockport, NY 14094

Dear Commissioner Kiedrowski and Commissioner Smith:

As you are aware, the Board of Elections in the City of New York (BOE in NYC) requested that
you permit staff from our consulting firm to visit and observe the voting process in your county
for the General Election on November 3, 2009. This opportunity to observe and gather
information concerning your pilot program has provided us with insights and lessons learned
that will assist us as we prepare for the New York City 2010 implementation of the new voting
system.

Our sincere thanks and gratitude for your and your staff’s time and effort in granting our request.
It is particularly gratifying when Boards of Elections from different counties can work together for
the common good of the voters.

Please feel free to contact us at (212) 487-5403 if you have any questions or if we can be of any
assistance.

Sincerely,

Marcus Cederqyist \‘%&&é\e% lez Rf
Executive Director eputy Executive Director

cc: Hon. Frederic M. Umane, President
Hon. Julie Dent, Secretary
Hon. Jose Miguel Araujo, Commissioner
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November 17, 2009

Thomas H. Brown, Commissioner
Robert C. Howe, Commissioner
Cortland County Board of Elections
County Office building

60 Central Avenue, Room 102
Cortland, NY 13045-2746

Dear Commissioner Brown and Commissioner Howe:

As you are aware, the Board of Elections in the City of New York (BOE in NYC) requested that
you permit staff from our consulting firm to visit and observe the voting process in your county
for the General Election on November 3, 2009. This opportunity to observe and gather
information concerning your pilot program has provided us with insights and lessons learned
that will assist us as we prepare for the New York City 2010 implementation of the new voting
system.

Our sincere thanks and gratitude for your and your staff’s time and effort in granting our request.
It is particularly gratifying when Boards of Elections from different counties can work together for
the common good of the voters.

Please feel free to contact us at (212) 487-5403 if you have any questions or if we can be of any
assistance.

Sincerely,

n

Marcus Cederqyist
Executive Direcfor

cC: Hon. Frederic M. Umane, President
Hon. Julie Dent, Secretary



Hon. Jose Miguel Araujo, Commissioner

Hon. Juan Carlos “J.C.” Polanco, Commissioner
Hon. James J. Sampel, Commissioner

Hon. Nancy Mottola—Schacher, Commissioner
Hon. Naomi C. Silie, Commissioner

Hon. J.P. Sipp, Commissioner

Hon. Gregory C. Soumas, Commissioner
Hon. Judith D. Stupp, Commissioner

Pamela Perkins, Administrative Manager
Steven H. Richman, General Counsel

Lucille Grimaldi, EVS Manager

Steve Monahan, Gartner, Inc.

Michael Kinara, Gartner, Inc.
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william.murphy@newsday.com

~ The Nassau County Board of

Elections stepped up its efforts
yesterday to finish counting
the 8,000 paper ballots that will
- decide the race for county exec-
. utive, county comptroller and a
handful of other races.

The board had. started the
count on Monday morning
with five teams at five tables,
added one team and table Mon-
~ day afternoon and added two
~ more teams and tables at mid-

tion commissioner, said yester-

day after workers counted only -

536 absentee votes on Monday.
The counting began shortly

(o
Al

NEWSDAY, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2009

after 9:30 am. yesterday a and &

ty at abnut 1115 am. w
team at Table N
an irregularity. ,

They had agreed to open a
ballot that looked proper, but
~ found an extra sheet of paper
~ enclosed. The Democratic
boxes on the ballot were
checked for every race, but the
extraneous piece of paper was
a note, in )
ing, saying the voter ‘had meant
to vote straxght Republican.

. John Ryan, counsel to the Re-
. publican elections commission-
- er, and Thomas Garry, counsel
| tothe Democratic elections com-
. missioner, came to the table and
| agreed the ballot and the note
- should be put aside for consider-
ation by Justice Edward McCar-
thy, the state Supreme C(;El’t

some sort of yellow stain or
markings. Lawyers advised
them to put it in the pile to be
considered by the judge.
Throughout the morning,
election workers on one side of
the table at board headquarters

in Mineola and lawyers for the

- political parties on the other

into ba of manila ab-
sentee ballots that had’ been
placed on seven gray tables
minutes earlier.

The ballots had remained
under seal in the counting
room overnight, and a uni-
formed Nassau County police
officer sat outside the room
throughout the night.

Board officials finished
counting ballats from the 12th

rly after-
s the

E
puhﬁcms and three De

 are locked in a txght race for

‘ ﬁm-

tive race, mcumbem Demo-

crat Thomas Suozzi lagged be-

hind Republican challenger

Edward Mgugano by 553
- u 4

. Con-

Hansen has

_In the county comptroller
race, incumbent Democrat
Howard Weitzman has 115,538,
while Republican challenger
George Maragos has 116,473.
Maragos leads by 935.

In the 14th County Legisla-
tive District, Republican chal-
lenger Joseph Belesi has 7,305
votes, while Democratic in-

741 Belesi ]
gg&?g*fv(} ‘}f(g 7

kN

from behmd the ble,
 might be a New York City

resident.” Without any com-
ment the attorneys passed the
envelope along to a worker
who put in on a pile of chal-
lenged hallots to b 2 consid-

ture the =

table began to cougr

raised her arm to shleid her

co-workers from the cough.

“Swine flu," another worker

said. The swine ﬁu joke was a
i 1 .
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Senate Elect

: By ARIPAUL
Even while defending the state’s
lever-machine voting booths, State
Senate Elections Committee Chair-
man Joseph P. Addabbo said that cit-
izens should expect to use new elec-
tronic machines in the 2010 elections,

as the state moves to come into com- -

pliance with the Federal Help Ameri-
ca Vote Act (HAVA).
Genator Addabho has held public
hearings regarding the new machines
ghout the state, most recently in
lower Manhattan Nov. 12 to hear from
residents about the pro osed changes.
Many groups that be ieve that the
electronic machines are not reliable
have turned out to defend the state’s
current stock. '

‘Always Skepticism About Change’

v say they work, they sagwe’rg

position financially to affor
achines,” Mr. Addabbo said.
s always skepticism around
machines. Man argue

e high-tech machines can be
i blems

d into and electrical pr
d alter the outcome of the race”
Nhile the Senator insisted that the
current machines do not pose any
accuracy in the
. have raised

with disa :
. that po eatiens;usualt}g
only have one macl r people wi
special needs. ‘ o
“Members within the Boar¢
tions to our poll workers fi
- imple; should
ble to be

' controversy surr

JOSEPH P. ADDABBO: Iron-
ing out the kinks. o
HAVA was signed in 2002 by then-
President Bush in response to the
nding punch-card
voting machines in the 2000 presiden-
tial election in Florida. The law re-
quires each state to submit a plan to
computerize the voting system..
Mr. Addabbo is also sponsoring 1
islation that would do away with i}
o1 re:ip:z;'emem or
blic Advocate and

- .
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