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October 29, 2009

Mr. Todd Valentine

Co-Executive Director

New York State Board of Elections
40 Steuben Street

Albany, NY 12207-2108

Mr. Robert Brehm

Co-Executive Director

New York State Board of Elections
40 Steuben Street

Albany, NY 12207-2108

Dear Mr. Valentine and Mr. Brehm:

At the direction of the Commissioners of Elections in the City of New York, I am writing to
communicate a security-related discovery by staff at our office concerning the two new voting
systems on which the State Board of Elections is currently conducting certification testing.

As you know, the Board of Elections in the City of New York has been performing generic tasks
throughout the year to plan and prepare for the deployment of an entirely new voting system next
year following State Board of Election certification. During a staff exercise last week to test
various poll site flows for these new systems, the staff inadvertently discovered that both the
Dominion and ES&S scanners that we currently have at our office accepted and counted ballots
that the staff photocopied from original test ballots and then used to mark votes.

Specifically, for each system the staff made four photocopies of the respective ballots and
successfully voted and cast them in both scanners. The potential ability to use photocopies of
ballots and have votes on those copies raises obvious and serious ballot security concerns
regarding the integrity of the potential new voting system that the city’s 4.6 million registered
voters will use in future elections.






