DEMOCRACY VALUES

Democracy depends on our ability to remove from office those elected officials with whom we disagree.  For many of us, “America” is (or used to be) synonymous with “Democracy”.   But a healthy democratic system requires several conditions:

TRANSPARENCY:  Ordinary citizens must be able to observe election processes.

MULTI-PARTISAN ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION:  This is the international standard.  All ballots, voting machines, software , software production, programming and maintenance must be under multi-partisan oversight throughout the process.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:  We cannot turn over our electoral process to private firms, such as those who make, maintain and program voting machines, and still expect to  have our interests represented.  If we take this “easy route” we lose democracy. Democracy requires work.  Our work.

THE SECRET BALLOT:  Having a private vote and a secret ballot are important values.  This also means that there is only one time that the voter has contact with his or her vote – that’s when s/he’s voting.  Bank statements can be tracked to specific customers but ballots cannot be,  so ballots MUST  BE RECORDED IN A FORM THAT CANNOT EASLIY BE CHANGED LATER - ON PAPER - AND MUST BE VERIFIED  IN THE VOTING BOOTH.  (The ballot of record should be on permanent paper, easy to count and verify.  This is preferable to thermal paper inside a machine.  And hand-marked ballots are inherently voter-verified as the voter fills them out. Thus they are less subject to error caused by lack of due diligence in the task of verification.)

SECURITY:   There is no way to see or tell whether the information on a touch-screen DRE is recorded in computer memory as it is seen by the user/viewer.  Programs to “flip” votes are easy to create and to use.  Only audits of voter verified paper ballots can tell us if the electronic records are accurate.   Without those voter verified independent records of the votes, there can be no independent audits.  And due to political resistance there have been no audits even when electronic voting systems have produced voter verified paper ballots (or VVPB.)

COUNTING AND AUDITING:   All normal businesses audit their systems regularly and 100%.  That is why we see them as secure.  Boards of elections currently do not audit their electronic voting systems.  When there are paper ballots THEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE COUNTED.  We advocate hand counts of paper ballots on election night with paper ballots as the ballot of record, and with machines providing unofficial tallies only.   Differences between electronic and paper tallies should be fully investigated.

A NOTE ON ELECTION FRAUD:

Voting is an adversarial system with high stakes in money and power.  The motivation for fraud is huge.  Election fraud has been around since the beginning of voting.  We must have systems that make fraud easy to see and hard to do.  Electronic voting using proprietary software - owned and controlled by partisan equipment manufacturers - is a gift to those who would commit fraud.  It represents the sale of our democracy to private companies the relinquishment of public oversight.
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