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TODAY’S NEWS
‘STUPID LAWS’ PERSIST

“Stupld laws” that punish small business-
es will remain on the books a little longet
while a blll to repeal many of them Is revised.
City Councilmen Tom White, D-Queens, and
David Yassky, D-Braoklyn, postponed today's
scheduled introduction of the legislation.
They are tweaking the language to avoid
some unintended consequences. For the
moment, it remalns |llegal for vendors to
keep their licenses in their pockets or to dis-
play thelr hot dogs and knishes. And mer-
chants stll can't hose down thelr sidewalks.

ONE GREEN VOTE

. State Sen. John Sabini, D-Queens, says
he's hurt that his old friend Mark Green en-
dorsed his primary opponent, City Council-
man Hiram Monserrate. Monserrate, in re-
turn, is backing Green for attorney gen-
eral—one of a relatively few Hispanle polit-
clans to do so. Yesterday, a coalition of
dozens of Latino elected leaders endorsed
attorney general candidate Andrew Cuomo.

POWER LINE DOWN

The repair of one of two large transmis-
sion lines that was supposed 10 he complet-
ed by yesterday is taking longer than expect-
ed. The line won't be operating until Sept. 6,
according to the New York Indepaendent Sys-
tem Operator, which runs the state’s electric
grid. The 345-kilovalt cables cwned by Con-
solldated Edlson Filed in early July, making
New York City vulnerable to outages during
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IICity Council, elections board chief sq_tidr'e off-

The City Council is increasingly skepti- -

cal that the city Board of Elections will be
able to revamp New York's voting ma-
chines as required by federal law. Forty
council members now support a resolu-
tion—expected to be passed by a commit-
tee today—urging the Board of Elections
to take specific steps toward campliance

Wwith the Help Ametica Vote Act of 2002,

The hoard is underestimating the com-
plexity—and vuinerabliity to tampering—of
the electronic vating machines being con-
sidered for installation citywide next year,

hot weather. The first ling was back In oper-
ation before this month’s heat wave.

MAYOR STEPS ASIDE

Mayor Mike Bloomberg has recused him-
self from participating in the decision over
whether Verizon Communications will be
granted a franchise to install fiber-optic TV
in the eity. The mayor is an owner of a cable
network and has stayed away from cable
franchise Issues slnce hls mayoralty began
In 2002, his spokeswoman says. That is the
guidance he was glven by the city Canflicts
of Interest Boargl.

STATEN ISLAND FIGHT

Farmer Staten Istand Republican County
Chairman Bob Helbock nutraised City Coun-
climan Andrew Lanza $63,000 to $40,000

says an alde to resolution sponsor Robert

" Jackson, D-Manhattan. The board still has
"a pullever mentaiity, says the alde, refer-

1ing to the voting machines still in use.

But John Ravitz, the board's executive -
director, takes issue with the councll res-
olution. Ravitz says that the board is work-
ing furiously to comply with HAVA and has
detailed those efforts in a 36-page docu~
ment sént to every council member. He
adds that some of the measures called
for in the resolution are impossible under

‘state law.

last month in their state Senate battle, ac-
cording to resuits posted this week by the
state Board of Elections. They both spent
$36,000. Lanza's cash went mostly tn dl-
rect mail and consulting fees, [eaving him
with $126,000 on hand. Helbock, who
spent $4,000 on polling, still trafls with
$100,000 In the bank. Democrat Matt
Titone will oppose the GOP primary winner
in November,

AT A GLANCE

NEW Y0B: Eldin Villafane has Jofned mid-
town public relations firm Butler Assoclates
as a partner. Villafane was communications
directar for Bronx Borough Presldent Adolfo
Carridn and will continue to work with Car-
Hon as he campaigns for mayor.




