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Foreign-born Population by Country of Birth
New York City, 1990 and 2000
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* The USSR was ranked 5th in 1990 with 80,815 residents. If it were a single entity in 2000, it would have ranked 4th with approximately 164,000 persons.
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Age by Race/Hispanic Origin
New York City, 2000
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Foreign-born by Borough
New York City, 2000

English 
Proficient
4,536,817

Not English 
Proficient
1,544,941

Total = 6,081,758

74.6% 25.4%

Population 18 & Over by English Language Proficiency & Citizenship Status
New York City, 2000

Number Percent
Not English Proficient, 18 and Over 1,544,941 100.0

Eligible Voter Pool 751,469 48.6
Native-Born 252,261 16.3
Naturalized Citizen 499,208 32.3

Non-Citizen 793,472 51.4



Top Languages Spoken by Eligible Voter Pool that is not English Proficient
New York City, 2000

Number Percent Cumulative 
Percent

Eligible Voter Pool not English Proficient 751,469 100.0

Spanish 388,119 51.6 51.6

Chinese* 93,669 12.5 64.1

Russian 56,938 7.6 71.7

Italian 38,141 5.1 76.8

French Creole** 25,323 3.4 80.1

Korean 17,256 2.3 82.4

Yiddish 15,909 2.1 84.5

All Other Languages 116,114 15.5 100.0

* Includes Chinese, Cantonese, Mandarin, Fuchow, Formosan and Wu
** Haitian-born persons who indicated "French" as their language were removed 

from this category and put into "French Creole"
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Spanish Speakers who are not English Proficient 
New York City, 2000

Persons who are not English proficient are defined as those who 
speak a language other than English at home and speak English 
“well”, “not well”, or “not at all”.
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Chinese Speakers who are not English Proficient 
New York City, 2000

Persons who are not English proficient are defined as those who 
speak a language other than English at home and speak English 
“well”, “not well”, or “not at all”.
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Russian Speakers who are not English Proficient 
New York City, 2000

Persons who are not English proficient are defined as those who 
speak a language other than English at home and speak English 
“well”, “not well”, or “not at all”.
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Italian Speakers who are not English Proficient 
New York City, 2000

Persons who are not English proficient are defined as those who 
speak a language other than English at home and speak English 
“well”, “not well”, or “not at all”.
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French Creole Speakers who are not English Proficient 
New York City, 2000

Persons who are not English proficient are defined as those who 
speak a language other than English at home and speak English 
“well”, “not well”, or “not at all”.
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Korean Speakers who are not English Proficient 
New York City, 2000

Persons who are not English proficient are defined as those who 
speak a language other than English at home and speak English 
“well”, “not well”, or “not at all”.
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Yiddish Speakers who are not English Proficient 
New York City, 2000

Persons who are not English proficient are defined as those who 
speak a language other than English at home and speak English 
“well”, “not well”, or “not at all”.
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